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The Mid-Year started early on Thursday, April 2, 2009 with Moose 

men and women arriving at the Grand Island Holiday Inn resort and 

Conference Center. All day long they came, with the new arrivals 

being greeted by those who arrived earlier. Old friends embraced, 

new friends welcomed, the traditional gathering in the lobby, the 

conversations leaning to the events of the past year as the moose 

caught up on each others happenings since last they met, the new 

comers introducing themselves and making new friends in the proc-

ess. This is typical of The Moose. Not only are our lodges the friend-

liest place in town, our members are the friendliest people in town. 

You see this at every convention and at every meeting and every 

place that moose members gather. 

      Board of Officers & District Presidents at work at Mid-Year 

Friday, we woke up to heavy rain, which didnôt cub the enthusiasm 

of the moose members attending the Mid-Year. For some of us the 

day started with the State Board and Committee Chairman Breakfast 

which was followed by the State Board and Commissioners Meeting.  

Reports were given by each of the District Presidents and Committee 

Chairman. The most interesting of these reports was the report on the 

changes proposed for the By-Laws of the NYSMA, none of which 

were extreme, but all very pertinent to bring the State Association up 

to date in our present times.  

The opening session of the Mid-Year Conference started at 10:00 am 

and was presided over by our State President Rick Pagnotta.  After 

the usual opening , the roll call of Officers and Lodges and the read-

ing of previous Association meeting minutes, and the introduction of 

our Official Visitor, Past Supreme Governor and current Chairman 

of Moose Charities Corporation, we heard some interesting reports 

concerning Moose of the Year Program, Qualifying  for Premiere 

Lodge Award and Youth Awareness among others.  

The afternoon session continued with various reports from various 

The Golden Apple Awards Dinner was held on Friday eve-

ning . Teen awards were given before dinner was served so 

that the teens present could return to their own Hospitality 

Room. The Teen of the Year Award went to Aaron Golish 

of Wellsville Lodge Teen Club. The Teen Advisor of the 

year went to Angela Freeman, also from Wellsville.  

After a great buffet, The NYSMA Awards were presented. 

Novice Co-Worker of the Year went to Gail Evanioka of  

Binghamton Chapter 411. Moose Rookie of the Year went 

to William A. Perrault of Ogdensburg Lodge 814. Moose of 

the Year went to Franklyn Williams of Oswego Lodge 

1595. Co-Worker of the Year went to Gina Spilman of 

Oswego Chapter 2157. A sad note occurred with the presen-

tation of the Moose Legionnaire of the Year which went 

posthumously to James Fleming of Hiawatha Moose Legion 

60, who passed away recently.              

     Official Visitor Ray Kesling studies By-Law Changes 

The rest of the night was spent in the hospitality room. dancing to 

the music of a great band, eating and drinking our favorite bever-

age and, of course, having fun. This is the best part of the Conven-

tions, being with our friends, both new and old and relaxing with 

them, and just plain having a good time. 

Saturday, gave us more good information starting with a visual 

presentation of ñBringing Home The Baconò and presented by 

Membership Chairman Dennis Harper. The presentation was made 

for the seminar held at Las Vegas last year. It was entertaining as 

well as informative and will be available to lodges. This presenta-

tion was followed by one given by Past Deputy Grand Regent 

Peggy Smith-Corson. It was a musical video depicting what the 

moose is all about and sung as a parody to the song ñIôd like to 

share my world with you.ò This video on a DVD or CD is avail-

able for $8.00.  

More Mid -Year photos on inside 

MID -YEAR A SUCCESS  



òThe information contained herein is both confidential and 

privileged and shall be available to and used by good standing 

members of the Loyal Order of Moose for fraternal purposes. 

Any use of the information contained herein for private gain or 

for any commercial, political or business purpose is strictly 

prohibitedò. 

Presidentõs  

Message  
 

Brothers & Sisters of the Moose:  

 

Well, here I am, half way into my 

term and I hope that the second 

half will be as productive as the first. In January, we 

held the State Board meeting at Oswego Moose Lodge. 

They were very hospitable to us all and Iõd like to take 

this opportunity to thank the Board of Officers and 

the Co -Workers for all that was done for us  

       The Meeting was a very productive one and a 

good deal of information was exchanged and it is my 

hope that the District Presidents made certain that it 

got back to the Lodges. Among the items discussed 

were some changes regarding the State Bulletin: It will 
no longer be mailed out but will be published to the 

State web site. ( WWW.NYSMA.info .) The State Secre-

tary will send letters to those who have purchased 

subscriptions, explaining there options.  Also Pilgrim 

Brother Eddie Allen has been appointed Publications 

Chairman and Editor and all information to be consid-

ered for publication can be e -mailed to him at: ed-

patallen@aol.com . Iõd like to take this opportunity to 

thank the outgoing editor Cheryl L. Vaughn for all of 

her work on behalf of The Bulletin.  

       For the period from March 1, 2009 thru April 30, 

2009, The Membership Department has instituted a 

òStimulus Programó for signing up new and former 

members. During this period, the application fees will 

be waived as long as dues is submitted with the appli-

cation. This òStimulus Programó is in effect for the 

Loyal Order of Moose, Women of the Moose and Moose 
Legion!! To qualify for the òProgramó: The applications 

must be transmitted in LCL by 10:00 p.m. on April 

30, 2009 and reported as òEnrolledó by May 31, 2009.  

Brothers and Co -Workers, here is a great opportunity 

for us to bring back some of our former members and, 

also, entice new members to join us. For more infor-

mation on this and many other items: go to the Mem-

bers Only section of www.mooseintl.org  

 

      Well thatõs it for now. LETõS GET OUT THERE 

AND GO TO WORK!  

 

                GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND MAY GOD 

BLESS AMERICA  

Fraternally,  

Rick B. Pagnotta 

  Rick B. Pagnotta,  

  NYSMA President   
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Deputy Grand Regentõs Message 
 

Dear Coworkers & Lodge Brothers;  

Congratulations to all of our new Academy of Friendship members who received their  
degree at our Mid-Year Conference!  I join your Chapter in saying Thank You!ò for 
your  
support of Mooseheart, Moosehaven,  your  Community, and your Chapter.  Enjoy, and 
 best wishes for,  the A/F Chapter Activity  Night/Day  in May that will honor all of 
your  
accomplishments.  On behalf of all A/F members, congratulations, thank you, and welcome! 
 
 Thanks to everyone, especially Hostess Chapter, Gowanda #651, the entire Conferral Staff, Musician Barb 
Duncan, the Past and Present dignitaries, all of the First-Time Attendees, and all who attended, for making 
our Mid-Year Conference a success!  A very special thank you to our Official Visitor, Jan Fregulia, for all of 
her informative presentations, her support, and her dedication to the entire Moose Fraternity.  It was a great 
pleasure and honor, and we loved having Jan back in N.Y.S. with us!   
 
 Special Congratulations to N.Y.S. CO-WORKER OF THE YEAR, GINA SPILLMAN from Oswego Chap-
ter #2157, and to N.Y. S. NOVICE CO-WORKER OF THE YEAR, GAIL EVANIOKA from Binghamton 
Chapter #411!  Well done!!  On behalf of the W.O.T.M., thank you for all of your time, effort, and talent. 
 
 A very special WELCOME to our newest chapter ï NORTH TONAWANDA SERVICE CHAPTER # 
2384! Congratulations on your Institution on March 7, 2009, and enjoy your membership.  We look forward 
to meeting you at future events and conferences. Our Chapter year is in its final days.  Please use the Moose 
Economic Stimulus Plan (no application fee from March 1 ï April 30, 2009) to sponsor new members to en-
sure that your Chapter meets its membership requirement.  Itôs a win-win situation!  Let your family, friends, 
and colleagues know of all the benefits of membership in the W.O.T.M., as well as the monetary savings, to 
join now. Letôs get N.Y.S. back in the ñTop 5ò for membership!  We can do it with your help!!  Best wishes 
to all of you to finish the Chapter year successfully.  
  
 We hope to have a class of Green Cap Recipients at our State Convention in August that is ñBeyond Be-
lief!ò Congratulation to all of the new Chapter officers and chairmen!  May your year bring your Chapter 
success, as we all continue to provide for our children at Mooseheart, our seniors at Moosehaven, and those 
in need in our communities.  Work together in harmony within your Chapter and Lodge ï weôre all striving 
for the same goals!   
 
 Weôll be looking forward to new information and ideas for our Chapters and a new theme for 2009 ï 2010 
from Moose International, as we attend the International Convention in Chicago from May 21 ï 27, 2009.  
The pre-registration form and the hotel information are available on the  www.mooseintl.org  website 
. 
 Please remember to save 5 cents in the morning and 5 cents in the evening to support the ñGimme 5ò pro-
gram.  Your chapter can also hold a special fund-raiser.  Whatever creative ideas you have to support this 
worthy cause will be appreciated.  Thanks for caring and sharing!  
 
 Please mark your calendars now for the NYSMA State Convention to be held from August 20-23, 2009 in 
Rochester.  The next edition of ñThe Bulletinò will contain information and the pre-registration form.  
 
Please continue saving the Box Tops, Campbell Soup, and other ñLabels for Educationò to bring to the Con-
vention.  I look forward to seeing you there. Please continue to strive to make your Chapter and Lodge THE 
place to be, that is ñBeyond Belief!ò 
 
Fraternally,                                 2 0 Maplewood Ave. 
             Hornell, NY 14843-1126 
 Janet Chaffee                       (607) 324-4988ðHome 
                                                   (607) 661-6071ðCell 
Janet Chaffee, DGR 
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