
Southwestern New York Council of Higher Degrees 2008 Report  

     The Officers, Chairpersons & members would like to thank every Lodge and Chapter member and their families for support-

ing our Council.  We had another banner year.  

     Our members participated in our four breakfast meetings, the Chairpersons were present at their meeting in May and many 
members attended our 50th Anniversary Banquet/Ball held at Jamestown Lodge , where we honored Brother pilgrim Roger 
Becker of Hamburg Moose Lodge.  General Governor Steve Green and our Regional Director, Tom Wood, were our guests at this 
event.  Jamestown Moose Lodge served 150 dinners and the Lodge and Chapter members did a fantastic job in serving our mem-

bers present.  We have some Lodges and Chapters that do not participate in our functions, but hopefully they will in the 2009  

year.  

     The officers would like to thank all the Chairperson for selling our fund raising tickets.  They did a great job.  That being  said, 
after paying all our bills, we once again were able to send our yearly donation of $5,000.00 to Mooseheart earmarked for Moos e-

heart Operations.         

  Fraternally,   

  Charles J. Faggiano  

  Secretary/Treasurer  
 

We would like to inform our Moose Family of our schedule  

for 2009.  Breakfast meetings start at 10:30 AM.  
 

Churchville Lodge #2244   January 18, 2009  

Gowanda Lodge #1382    April 19, 2009   

Depew/Lancaster Lodge #1605  July 19, 2009  

Buffalo Lodge # 8    October 18, 2009  

Chairperson Meeting    May 2, 2009   Hamburg Lodge #992  

Banquet/Ball     September 19, 2009  Penn Yan Lodge #2030  

HELPING OTHERS ñThe Saranac Lake WOTM Chapter 1909 will be helping with a fund raiser for 1 year old Ruby Call.  She was born 
without a septum pellucidum which separates the ventricles of the brain and is blind. Her optic nerves are not large enough t o send a message 
to her occipital lobe. She also suffers from Diabetes Insipidus (DI), it is a condition that occurs when kidneys are unable to conserve water as 
they perform their function of filtering blood. The amount of water Ruby conserves is controlled by medicine. Without the med icine she 
would dehydrate and die. Her parents & grandparents found help for her in China by receiving healthy stem cells. These stem c ells will help 
her with her blindness and her Diabetes Insipidus.   The doctors tell us that people who have had similar procedures can now see, not 20/20 
vision, but they can see their family & friends.  A dinner is being held at the Saranac Lake Moose Lodge on Saturday, January 31, 2009.  If you 
miss the dinner you can mail donations to Chapter 1909, Women of the Moose, P.O. Box 384, Saranac Lake, NY 12983, earmarked for Ruby 
Call. 

The Women of the Falconer Moose, Chapter # 134,  had a wonderful time in the Jamestown Holiday Parade. The hard work 
that went into planning and decorating the large float with hundreds of 
lights, stuffed animals, tinsel and a big tree. Also, the many hours of 
dealing with freezing weather was well worth it.  Although our children, 
that in the end, were little ice cubes may say different. We note our suc-
cess in providing awareness for the Moose. Not only did thousands of 

people acknowledge and shout out our name from the very large signs 
spreading the length of the 32 foot flatbed, we also had live television 
coverage that night.  This parade continued to run on our local TV sta-
tion through the holiday season.  The following statement was noted by 
the commentators was we drove by them.  òThe Women of the Falconer 
Moose presents their float entitled the òTree of Loveó. The women and 
their children decorated the tree with hats and mittens, members do-

nated and Chapter purchased, for those in need. Volunteers walk along 
side passing out candy to children. Following them is a car representing Falconer Moose Lodge #2301.  The women would like 
you to know that the Moose Lodge is not just an organization that provides a social quarters to enjoy food, drink and enterta in-
ment ñDid you know that the Lodges and Chapters nationwide are the sole financial providers of Mooseheart, an orphanage that 
provides a safe haven for children in dire need and Moosehaven, an adult retirement home? In addition they serve their commu-
nity in many ways.  To find out more go to their web page or call your local Moose.ó                                                                                        

      Fraternally, Laurie Nelson, Jr. Grad. Regent, Float Committee Chair  


