
OFFICIAL  VISITOR DON ROSS WOWS THE CONVENTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

then that he told her he didnôt want to be Director General of the 

Loyal Order of Moose any more. She told him that whatever he 

wanted to do would be alright with her. Brother Don praised his 

wife Mary Lynn as the best wife in the world for her understanding 

of his feelings. Don resigned his position as Director General and 

went into retirement. However, he had little to do and was intruding 

on Mary Lynnôs space regarding shopping and other household 

chores. Mary Lynn told him he needed to find something to occupy 

his time. Brother Don  spotted a sign on a school bus that said driv-

ers wanted. Don said to himself  ñI can do thatò,  and so he became 

a School Bus Driver. Brother Don entertained  the membership 

with stories of his adventures as a school bus driver. In his talk at 

the banquet for outgoing President Rick Pagnotta and  outgoing 

Deputy Grand Regent Janet Chaff, Brother Don  spoke of mom or 

dad putting their children on the bus and meeting them when he 

brought them home. Brother Don said he was concerned about chil-

dren who had no one to greet them and broached the question of 

what would happen to these children. He answered his own ques-

tion  in that the children would have someone to meet them at 

Mooseheart. This was another emotional talk by Brother Don.  

Brother Don came across to this writer as a real down to earth, 

friendly person and I am sure all of the members attending felt like-

wise. Brother Don was one of the most outstanding of all the Offi-

cial Visitors to the New York State Convention, and would be wel-

comed back at any time.  
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The New York State Moose Convention  was fortunate to have 

as its Official Visitor, Don Ross, Past  Director General and now 

Pilgrim Governor. During the Convention Brother Don gave 

several talks to the membership, one of the most impressive was 

his ñVowelò talk. Brother Don spoke of the vowels A,E,I,O,U as 

it pertains to the Loyal Order of Moose. A brief summation is as 

follows: 

A: Attitude, the attitude of all Moose Members toward each 

other and towards non-members 

E: Encourage, to encourage membership and participation in 

Moose activities. 

I:  Increase, activities in the Lodge 

O: Organize, committees 

U: Understanding, Community needs, lodge needs. 

The above scarcely does justice to what Brother Don spoke 

about regarding each vowel. What he said was inspiring and 

well thought out. He was given a standing ovation at the end of 

his talk.  

During another of his talks, Brother Don spoke on his decision 

to retire from the position of Director General. He said that one 

day her just sat and thought all day about it and didnôt even 

speak to his wife Mary Lynn.. The next day Mary Lynn asked 

him if he was ready to talk and he said he was. It was  

October/November 2009 


